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Important Dates

at a Glance

e April 1 - Chapel, 8:15 a.m.

o April 3 - PTF Meeting, 8:15
a.m.

e April 5 - Grand Opening, 2 p.m.

o April 10 - No School, Good
Friday

e April 13-17 - Teacher Appre-
ciation Week

o April 14 - High School Meeting

e April 15 - Chapel

e April 17 - Progress Grades End

e April 20-23 - Stanford Achieve-
ment Testing

o April 29 - Chapel, 8:15 a.m.

e May 2 - Rummage Sale

So then, ys
will know th
by their fruit
Matthew 7:2

)

UnChristian: The Culture’s Perspective of the Christian Faith
by Dan Peterson, Headmaster

What does American culture think of the Christian faith? I think this is a critical question for a
Christian school or any Christian institution to explore. Over spring break, I had the opportu-
nity to read a groundbreaking book by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons titled UnChristian:
What a New Generation Really Thinks about Christianity. This book is based on a three-year
study of rigorous research collected from the Fermi Project conducted by the The Barna
Group. David Kinnaman is the president of The Barna Group snd Gabe Lyons serves as the
founder of the Fermi Project. Lyons also served as the vice president for John Maxwell’s INJOY
organization.

The data collected for the book was focused upon the Mosaic (1984-2002) and Busters (1965-
1983) generations. A generation is a group of people who have experienced a similar set of
circumstances and global events, moral and social values, technologies, and cultural and behav-
ioral norms (Kinnaman and Lyons 2007, 17). Obviously, the persons involved in this study are
a younger generation that is beginning to take on influential leadership roles within culture. In
relation to their findings, here are a few notable quotes to chew on:

“The title of this book, unChristian, reflects outsiders’ most common reaction to the faith: they
think Christians no longer represent what Jesus had in mind, that Christianity in our society is
not what it is meant to be (15).”

“The purpose in writing this book is to pry open the hearts and minds of Christians, to prepare
us to deal with a future where people will be increasingly hostile and skeptical toward us (14).”

“We (Christians) have become famous for what we oppose, rather than what we are for (25).”

During my first year of college, the popular Christian band, D.C. Talk, released an album enti-
tled Jesus Freak. There is a quote at the beginning of one of the songs that states: “The num-
ber one single cause of atheism in the world today is Christians, who acknowledge Jesus with
their lips, but deny him by their lifestyle. This is what an unbelieving world finds unbeliev-
able.” This quote, stated nearly IS years ago, supports the research presented in this book. |
have always found this quote to be inspiring for me and at the same time intriguing. My prayer
for the students and staff of this school is to display the love of Christ in every area of their
lives for their entire lives. This book is a significant work that signals to those of us who iden-

Dif} with the Christian faith that we have our work cut out for us. Christianity has an image

problem in contemporary culture, but the Christian walk when displayed to others should por-

EX[d)one of the most beautiful pictures in all of life.

Ghis research is applicable to the realm of Christian education and therefore to Cornerstone

Academy for many reasons. On a day-to-day basis, we are training the next generation of Chris-
ns. This is the world our children will encounter, so it is imperative that we train them well

" Tor the challenges ahead of them and the generational influences. The gospel message is the

most important truth in our culture today. Truly, it is amazing grace! May our thoughts and
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