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Important Dates
at a Glance

e Dec 3- Chapel, Todd Golden

Dec 4 - 3rd/4th/5th Field Trips

Christmas Parade

Dec 5 - Q & U Wedding

Dec 9 - 1st /4th Field Trip

Dec 10 - Staff Luncheon

Dec 11 - Christmas Celebration,

7:00 p.m.

Dec 16 - Kindergarten Field Trip

Dec 17 - Chapel, Ray Pratt

Dec 18 - Staff Christmas Party

Dec 19 - 11:30 Dismissal

Dec 22 - Jan 4 - No School

Jan 5 - Return to School

Jan 14 - Chapel

Jan 19 - No school -MLK Day

Jan 28 - Chapel

Jan 29 - Moving Day!
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What is Christian Classical Education?
Part 3: A Brief History of Classical Education
by Dan Peterson

In the past two articles, I laid a foundation for Christian education by defining it and sharing how
important Christian education has been throughout the history of the church. Now we'll look at another
distinctive of the school: classical education. If you are like any typical parent, you still have various
questions about Christian classical education. My heart this year is to teach our staff, students, and par-
ents more about this philosophy of education so that everyone can explain it in layman’s terms to some-
one who has a question about it. If I had two minutes to tell someone about the philosophy of Corner-
stone Academy, | would say, “The primary goal is to teach the student how to think and learn.” In other
words, we seek to promote learning how to learn, so that students become lifelong learners. This is the
vision for effective education that lasts a lifetime. Classical education is the philosophical vehicle that
drives the methods to teach students how to think and learn.

In order to understand classical education, it is necessary to explore the history of the movement.
The Greeks and Romans are credited with forming the rudiments of classical education over 2,000 years
ago. The curriculum used back then had extraordinary variety focusing on the study of grammar, litera-
ture, logic, and rhetoric. Throughout history, classical education has changed and evolved. During the
Middle Ages (c. 500-1460 A.D.), classical education became more systematic and the term trivium was
coined to refer to grammar, logic, and rhetoric. The Renaissance (c. 1350-1600 A.D.) brought about a
vocal movement to return to the learning of the past. A spiritual re-awakening and classical education
emphasized a study of the classical languages for overall development during the Reformation (c. 1517-
1700). A departure from the authority of Scripture brought on by the Enlightenment (c. 1700s), pro-
duced an entire culture seeking to understand the world without referencing biblical authority. The ero-
sion of classical education began in the 1800s; and in the early 1900s, American education adopted a
progressive model of education grounded in pragmatic philosophy. In reality, our culture is not too far
removed from classical education. In fact, some of our great grandparents more than likely had a strong
dose of classical education.

In modern day education in the United States, there has been a rebirth of Christian classical education
that began with the formation of Logos School in Moscow, ID, in 1983. There are now over 200 Chris-
flas|assical schools in the United States, and the movement continues to grow at a rapid rate. Corner-

sllfne Academy is not an island school trying to pioneer a movement by ourselves. We have a well estab-
[QRHOnentor school in Providence Academy in Johnson City, Tennessee that helps mentor the leader-
esldegphe school. Cornerstone is a part of the Association of Classical and Christian Schools (ACCS)

?siﬁé;s the Association of Christian Schools International (ACSI).

0 er to find out more about Christian classical education, I would encourage you to read any or all
|yb’fthe books listed below.
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