May 2009

Cornerstone Academy 6 260 Jacobs Rd-307-818Mc¢

Important Dates Latin: The Centerpiece of Classical Education

at a Glance by Dan Peterson

* May 2 - Rummage Sale Latin . . . are you kiddin’ me? I am sure this is the response from some of you as you
« May 5 - Field Trip: 3rd began to explore Cornerstone Academy as an option for the education of your child

(ren). It sounds intimidating, but the purpose in teaching Latin to the students at this
school goes beyond having them learn a language. Our desire is that it would cause

o May 13 - Chapel, 8:15 a.m. their minds to do mental gymnastics, allowing their minds to begin to work in a differ-
ent way had they not been exposed to a classical language. In the family interviews, I
have shared with each of you that Latin may be thought of as the centerpiece of classical
garten, 6th education. The reason for this is that it is integral to building a framework and founda-
tion for language acquisition skills, which is key in the classical education model.

e May 8 - Field Trip: 7th

e May 15 - Field Trips: Kinder-

e May 18 - Field Trips: Kinder-

garten-1st, 7th Here is an articulate excerpt from a pamphlet entitled, Classical Christian Education:

« May 19 - Closing Program, The Essential Guide for Parents by The Ambrose Group:

7 p-m.. Manley Baptist I. Latin is a powerful vocabulary builder. Over 50 percent of English words come from

« May 20 - Field Day; Last Day, | Latin. The power comes because a single Latin word may represent the roots of five or
ten English words. By learning Latin prefixes and endings, as well as Latin roots, stu-
dents are capable of comprehending many English words that they have never heard.

2. English is an amalgamation of several different languages and therefore has many

Noon Dismissal

exceptions — its structure is hard to follow. Because of this, English speakers may never
How can a | learn the structure of language. Latin’s syntax and grammar are an excellent “ideal” lan-
uage from which to learn. A student of Latin is better equipped to write well in Eng-
young man keep &6 &
his way pure?| 3. Training in Latin not only gives the student a better understanding of the roots of
By keeping it | English vocabulary, it also lays the foundation for learning other Latin-based languages
) like French, Spanish, Portugese, Italian, and Romanian. Perhaps 80% of each of these
aCCOFdIng to languages derive their vocabulary from Latin.
Thy word. | 4 For professional careers like law and medicine, Latin provides yet another bonus.
Because these fields require precision in language, Latin is typically their base for tech-
Psalm 119:9 nical terms and names. Students of Latin are readily prepared for these professions.
5. The power to persuade is one of the strongest powers a human can exert. The pre-
cision of Latin and Greek provides their students with an English linguistic tool that
cannot be achieved in any other way. Using the right word, at the right time, in the right
context is empowered by the study of classical languages.

I do not know about you, but understanding why the study of Latin is such a valuable
academic tool excites me. 1 believe the students who have the opportunity to study
Latin will be able to see Latin roots jump off the page as they continue in their studies
in any subject. They will be able to understand the interconnectedness of language and
be able to grasp the meanings of words. I hope you are able to get a vision for the im-
portance of the study of Latin, and how this may benefit your child(ren) for life.




